
 Welcome to CJ Fleming, who has been named the new head boys’  

basketball coach at Badin High School. CJ, who will turn 25 in June, is a 

2017 graduate of LaSalle High School and has undergrad and master’s     

degrees from Bellarmine University in Louisville, Ky. He was a three-time 

Player of the Year in the GCL South Division at LaSalle, then a three-time 

captain and named the Atlantic Sun Conference Scholar-Athlete of the 

Year while playing guard for Bellarmine. CJ is the first non-Badin grad to 

be named head coach since Gerry Weisgerber was tapped to lead the 

program for his first stint in 1981-82. Fleming is the son of Dan Fleming, 

two-time state champion coach at LaSalle. His brother, Ryan, is the head 

coach at Summit Country Day. CJ will teach Social Studies at Badin. He 

and his wife, Lexy, are expecting their first child in May.  

 Save the date for Saturday, May 6, when the Badin Athletic Hall of Fame 

induction dinner will take place in the Pfirman Family Activity Center. 

Those outstanding athletes scheduled for induction include Ed Mignery 

‘67, Dan Scheffel ‘75, Ryan Pogozalski ‘96, Brion Treadway ’97, Lisa 

Sutton Gurr ’98, and longtime athletic director Ms. Sally Kocher.  In 

addition, the family of Kevin and Kathy Hinkel Pater, both from the 

Class of 1968, will be honored as the Legacy Family. Reservations for 

$50 each are available online via the Badin website, BadinHS.org. 

 Badin’s annual Blood Drive was a big success again on Friday, March 

31, benefitting the Community Blood Center. A total of 99 Badin students 

and adults registered to donate, with 79 able to give that day — including 

54 first-time donors. Each pint of blood can help save up to three lives, so 

the Badin Family made a difference for up to 237 lives. Badin science 

teachers Mrs. Carley DeRosa and Mrs. Angela Breetz, and the senior 

Physiology II class, oversaw the life-saving effort. 

 Congratulations to Mr. Joel Smith, who was the “Warm 98” radio 

“Teacher of the Week” the last week of March. Smith teaches Physics 

and Engineering at Badin. The station’s Cindy Patrick stopped by with 

various gifts for Smith, who was nominated by sophomore Courtney 

Boomer (Sacred Heart). 

 Congratulations to Badin art teacher Mr. Darrell Williams, who earned 

“Excellent” (2nd place) honors for a photo he entered in a recent        

Association of Texas Photography Instructors (ATPI)  contest. The photo 

he entered was an “environmental self-portrait” entitled, “Last Defense.” 

Appropriately, Mr. Williams teaches the photography class at Badin.  

 Badin students did well in various categories at the Business             

Professionals of America (BPA) state competition at the Columbus    

Convention Center in mid-March. Fourth place finishes went to senior 

Liam Connaughton (St. Joseph), junior Nicolai Salgado-Urcia (St. Julie 

Billiart) and sophomore Macbeth Flores-Ramirez (St. Ann). Fifth place 

finishes went to seniors Rachel Nusky (St. Ann), Trevor Schmidt 

(Lakota Plains), Allison Vess (Sacred Heart) and Addison Wishart (St. 

Peter in Chains). Other members missed Top 10 finishes by a fraction of 

a point — juniors Grace Glover (Sacred Heart), Nate Ostendorf (Sacred 

Heart), Ian Price (Wilson Middle) and Kaitlyn Retherford (Wilson Mid-

dle). Seniors Rachel Nusky, Allison Vess and Addison Wishart helped 

direct the event as regional officers. 

 Sophomore Josie Halverson (St. Peter in Chains) was honored as one 

of only three winners in the Personal Essay category of the 2023 Writing 

Contest sponsored by the School of Arts and Humanities at Mount St. 

Joseph University. English teacher Mrs. Ann Gazin shepherded the BHS 

entries, and all winners read their work at a mid-March ceremony at MSJ. 

 It’s a busy theater season at Badin — following the musical, “The 

Drowsy Chaperone” (April 20-23 … tickets are available at 

BadinHS.org) … the theater group will have a One-Act Weekend on May 

12-13. “It’s an evening of suspense,” said drama director Mrs. Sarah 

Cline with “Sorry, Wrong Number” and “Hallmark of Horrors.”  

 More Fine Arts will take a bow in early May as well — the music Spring 

Concert is Thursday, May 4, and the annual Art Reception and Piano 

Recital is at the Fitton Center in Hamilton on May 11. 

 Two Badin seniors were listed as among the best baseball players in the 

state in pre-season rankings … infielder Lucas Moore (Lakota Plains) 

and pitcher Nik Copenhaver (Fairfield Middle) … by the Network Ohio 

staff of USA Today. Moore has committed to play at the University of 

Louisville and Copenhaver at Washington State University. 

 Freshman Braelyn Even (Sacred Heart) capped off her girls basketball 

year by being named Division II second team all-Ohio by the Ohio Prep 

Sportswriters Association. Sophomore Gracie Cosgrove (Sacred Heart) 

was Honorable Mention all-Ohio. Even was the Player of the Year in the 

GCL Coed Division while Cosgrove set the BHS single-game scoring 

record with 48 points in a January game as the Rams finished 24-3. 

 Badin senior Jackson Martin (St. Joseph) was a finalist for the          

prestigious “That’s My Boy” award — given annually since 1962 —

considered the top award available to high school football players in the 

area. Martin, a first team Division III all-Ohio selection as a defensive 

lineman, was one of 10 Ohio finalists for the award that recognizes    

football excellence, academic performance and involvement in          

extracurricular activities. He’ll play football at the University of Dayton.  

  Students of the Month for March included senior Abby Wagner (St. 

Aloysius), junior Madison Zorb (St. John Dry Ridge), sophomore Quinn 

Riegert (St. Maximilian Kolbe) and freshman Cody Knapp (Sacred 

Heart). Students are nominated and selected by a committee for making 

a difference in and out of the halls of Badin High School.  
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